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MARCH 1985 TO JULY 1, 1986

Most District Covernors emphasize a specific area of Rotary
and often times when thelr terms expire they are remembered for that
particular zccomplishment. It might be attendance, ralsing funds for
Rotary Foundation, forming the most new clubs in one year, or some other
worthy activity. During the 1984-85 Rotary year under the directlion of
District Governor Joe Howard, ten new clubs were formed in District 517,
one of which was the San Lorenzo Valley Rotary club.

On two previous occasions, in 1979 and 1982, Phil Peasley of the
Scotts Valley Rotary Club made extension surveys of the San Lorenzo
Valley and both indicated the area was not ready for a separate Rotary club.
What was the spark that prompted a third survey? Several valley businessmen
were interested in Rotary including Dean Chase, manager of the Big Trees
Press. With the aid of Jerry Brich, owner of the Big Trees Press in Felton
and a member of the Rotary Club of San Jose East, District Governor Joe
Howard was apprised of this lnterest and the survey was ordered.

Organizing a Rotary club is not an easy task. It takes the dedication
of a leader, the encouragement of a Distric Governcr and the coopsration
and help of a sponsoring club. The leader was Philip O. Pesasley, a charter
member of the Scotts Vslley Rotary club. Phil joined Reotaxy in 1952. In
1975 as a member of the Santz Cruz Rotary Club Phil helped in the formation

of the Scotts Valley club. He served as secretary of Scotits Valley Rotary
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for about 10 years. Wiith this experience District Governor Joe Howard
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found ths right person to serve as his special representative to prepare
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in the San Lorenzo Valley.
The extension survey was forwarded to the District Governor on
March 25, 1985, It included Phil's personal observations which statsd,
“Contacts made with 39 different business and professional establishments
netted 22 qualified men who are favorably inclimed to form a new Rotary
club in S.L.V. OFf some concern is the anticipated slow rate of growth
in membership in the years ahead. I doubt if the club will exceed 30-35
members in 10 years time, Avallabllity of suitable places te hold weekly
meetings is of some concern also.”
Although prospects for a growing club were dim, District Governor Joe
gave his approval to move ahead and get this club formed and if possible
chartered before July i, 1985, the end of his term as District Governor.
Perry Bryant, president of Scotts Valley Rotary appointed members
Joseph Kennedy, Rector of the Episcopal Church in Ben Lomond and Dave
Mack, Chief of the State Forestry Service in Felton to assist Phil in
contacting prospective members. 13 names were added to a list of 26
furnished by Dean Chase, menager of the Blg Trees Press in Felton. OF
the 39 men contacted 5 declined and 3 could not gualify for a classification.
The rest were invited {o atiend an orgeniszation luncheon neeting on May 1, 19385
at El Tampico Grande, 6275 Highway Wine, Felton. The program was well planned
with lots of Rotary talent present to answer guestions and create enthuslasm.
Rotariaas present were:
Joe Howard, District Governor, Qskland
Bob Swadley, Cakland
Phil Peasley, District Governor's Speclel Representative, Scotis Valley
Perry Bryant, President, Scobtts Valle

Jo seph Feunedy, member of the formation commit
S nztion commitisg,
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Bill Miller, Scotts Valley

Wally Benneti, President Elsct, Scotts Valley

John Fisher, District Govemnor's Representative, Mid County

Prospective charter members present were:

Dick Deane, Insurance, relton

Dean Chase, Printing, Felton

Charles Kirby, Electrical Contractor, Felton

Ken Burke, U.S. Post Office, Felton

Ken Clouse, Pacific Educational Marketing, Felton

Ross Reagan, Retired, Ben Lomond (Sr. Active, Walnut Creek Rotary )

Howard Hoover, Banking, Felton

Ron Sekkel, Tax and Business Consultant, Felton (Member of Cambrian
Park Rotary)

Jim Lee, Real Estate, Boulder Creek

John Prieskorn, School Superintendent, Felton

Ray Gomez, Bl Tampico Grande, Felton

Rotary International requires s minimum of 20 members for a new club to
be chartered so it was a real disappointment to have only 11 prospective
members in attendance at the first organizational meeting.

A second meeting was planned for May 8. This time a letter was sent
to each prospective member as well as an oral invitation. Present were:

Phil Peasley, Sr. Active, Scotts Valley Rotary

Joe Kennedy, Religion, Scotts Valley Rotary

Gil Gunn, Sr. Active, Scotts Valley Rotary

Les Long, Mfg., Scotts Valley Rotary

Steve Handley, Accounting, Scottis Valley Rotary
Harold Cunn, Buillding Contractor, MNount Hermen

Ron Sekkel, Financial Services, Felton

Xen Clouse, Educationsl Materisl

s, Felton
lichael Rugg, Music Retail, Felton

Voward Foover, Banking, Felton

Dave Yorne, Veterinarien, Felton

Dean Chase, Printing, Felton

Because of the poor attendance at these two meetings it was declided to
postpone further group meetings and concentrate on personal contact on

s one to one basis. It was also decided a firm commltment was not just

or nore




[image: image4.jpg]On June 1, after almost 3 months of effort to form a new club, Phil
Peasley notified District Governor Joe Howard that 52 men had been con-
tacted. Only 12 checks were in hand but an additional 4 names were listed
as fairly firm comaitments and 9 others as prospects. It was then pxro-
posed that when 16 checks were received Y4 additional prospective members
names would be added to meke up the 20 names needed to apply for a charter
from Rotary Internaticnal. The organization committee of Peasley, Kennedy,
and Mack felt that even though the beginning membership might be less than
20, others would joln as soon as regular weekly meetings were held. Before
applying for the charter several decislons were necessaxyi

Name Options Rotary Club of San Lorenzo Valley or Rotary Club
of Korth County-Santa Cruz

Day and Time of Meetin Wed. 12:15 pm luncheon
Tues. $2:15 pm luncheon
Wed. 7:30 am breskfasi

Admission Fee  $65 or 375
Annual Dues $60 or $70

Meeting Place Options Rl Tampico Grande, Felion
Senor CGomez, Ben Lomond
Esther Marie, Boulder Creek
Mount Hermen Conference Center, Mount Hermon
Saint Andrews Bpiscopal Church, Ben Lomond
Presbyterian Church, Felton
Vzlley Lounge, Mount Hermon Rd., Scotis Valley

On June 17, 1985 ths Rotary Club of Scotts Valley gave their approval
for the organization of an additional club within their territorial limits

and agreed to share their ferritory with the new club.

Cn June 22, 1985 a charte

H

application for San Lorenzo Valley Rotaxy
alub with the names of 21 charter members was sent to Retary International.

It included the following informstion:

Presids
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liichael

Regular weckly meetings

Wednesday 12:15 om

Place

Road

Valley Lounge, Mount Hermon

Annual eting
Second week of December

Regular meetings of the board

Second week of each month

Joseph P. Busac Real Hstate Agencies

Dean Chase Printing

Ronald D. Clements Greceries-Retall

Kenneth B, Clouse Educational Materials-Sales
Richard Deane Insurance

Roy Gomez Restaurants

Lumber~Retail

Senior Active (Electric Power)
Gapital Investments

Banking

Hans Graff

Gilbert R. Gunn

Stephen W. Yandley
Hoover
Corne

Jowaxd L.
David R.
John .
Joseph B

Steven Ii.

Cecil T,
Fred ¥, Millex
James L. Monteith
Michael Rugg
Ronald P Sekkel
Robert C. Slawinski

Building Constructicn
Christian Conference Mgr.
Dentistry

Musical Instruments lMfg.
Tax Consulting
Auctioneering Service

Ciifford S. State Parks

Wade

a "get acquainted" type of

ch psrson Todd,




[image: image6.jpg]les Long from the Rotary Club of Scotts Valley spoke about the Object
of Rotary and presented the club with a Scotts Valley banner, the very
first of our collection.

None of the restaurants in San Lorenzo Valley have adequate banquet

facilities for a Rotary luncheon, so choosing a meeiting place was
d43fficult. The first two meetings were held at the Valley Lounge.
Then we met twice at Esther Marie's in Boulder Creek and finally at the
Felton Presbyterian Church with the Heavenly cafe catering the meal. A
vote was taken and the Valley Lounge, also known as Cimarron Rose, was
chosen as our regular meeting place,

We continued to meet at the Valley Lounge until February 26, 1986
when we moved to the Felton Presbyterian Church. The membership enjoyed
the meals of both caterers, the Heavenly Cafe and King Richards, so it
was decided to alternate them monthly. This arrangement has furnished
us with a variety of food. The food and service at the Valley Lounge
was excellent. The restaurant collected $6.50 from each person so there
wae no record keeping responsibilities for the club. Unfortunately the
facility was very small, making it difficult to accommodate visitors or
to expand our memtership. Also it was located at the very edge of our
territorial area making it less convenieni for most of our members.

Our first big club event was the Charter Presentation Ceremony on
Friday, August 23, 1985 at the Pasatiempo Inn. The speaker was Clifford
L. Dochterman, Past Vice President of Rotary International.

Our first club bulletin was published August 7, 1985 with Dean
Chase as Editor. It contained lots of information but without a name
its appearance was unattractive. Dean asked the members to assist by

suggesting a name. Ho suggestions w

a very appropriate name, “Valley Views"” which was used for the first

time on September 18, 1985. Mike Rugg drew cur logo and it appearsd



[image: image7.jpg]in “Valley Views" on November 27, 1985. The weekly bulletins are a
source of much of our club information so little needs to be added.
An important attribute is the weekly mailing to sach members home o

business,

Rotary International recognizes the importance of guldancs to
each new club, particularly during its first year. Therefore the sponsor
Rotary club submits quarterly progress reports. Phil Peasley was given
this task since he was the organizing chalrman and the person most
familiar with our club activity. His comments on the four progress

reports were as follows:

November 14, 1985

"Administratively, club got off to a late start due to conflicting
prior commitments of key officers. Members of District Governor's
staff will be used to facilitate club efforts to get on track.”

January 28, 1986

"Major problem is lack of funds to carry out all functions of intra-
club activities. Problem was started thru under capitalizmation of
new club. Only seventeen{1?) of the forty seven(47) established
clubs in District 517 have made contributions totalling $675 as of
this date, plus gifts of Rotary items from two P.D.G.'s. Club Board
of Directors actively preparing fund raising projects to alleviate.”

April 23, 1986

"Attendance performance continues in the low 80% range. Efforts to
improve necessitated involuntary separation of two chronic absentees.
Further emphasis on making attendance at ¢lub meetings "a way of life"
rather than a casual "on-again-off-again pasttime” is a must for club
officers."

July 17, 1986

"High tumover of membership experienced during first fiscal year

of club. Eight of the original charter members(2l) are no longer
members due to terminations for various reasons. This turnover rate
(38%) was abnormally high, spparvently due to urgency of formation

of new club in the last iwo months of the 1984-*985 Rotary year.
However, five new members have been added with applications for several
nore being processed. Additional stress needs to bs placsd on
membership growth."

‘s szsessment of ocur club

Pive of cux

Progress. Our most serious fallurs has



[image: image8.jpg]24 charter members never became sctive. Ron Clements had health provlems.
Press of business kept Robert Slawinskl snd Ray Gomez from attending. Hans
Graff changed jobs and Steve Larson was transferred. This left us with 16
active charter members plus Marshall Plke, the director of Y.M.C.A. Camp
Campbell above Boulder Creek. varshall indicated a desire to join Rotary
tut it was tooc late to be included on the list of charter members which
had already been submitted to Rotary international. He attended our first
regular meeting on June 26, 1985 and from the viewpoint of the club he is
a charter member even though he is not listed as such with Rotary International.
During this first year we lost three members in addition to the five
charter members who never became active. 1iff Wade resigned due to health
reasons, David Horne due to press of business, and Steve Handley, deceased.
Ye gained four new members through ocur regular membership proceduret
John Prieskorn
Wayne Williams January 1986

Kelly Woed March 1986
Myron Woolever Msy 1986

September 1985

Our year ended June 30, 1986 with 18 members as follows:

Joe Busa

Dean Chase
Ken Clouse
Richard Deane
Gil Guon
Howard Hoover
John Johnson
Joe Kennedy
C. Te Miller

Fred Miller
Jim Montelth
lMarshall Pike
John Prieskorn
Mike Rugg

Ron Sekkel
Wayne Williams
Kelly Wood
Myron Woolever

We have been able to survive this first year only because of many
outstanding strengths in the club and the strong dedication of the
membership. The most important club activities this first year has
been as follows:

Veekly Bulletin Dsan Chase is doing an outstanding job and has never

missed a dead line. PFurthermore he has zlways had a full bulletin.
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for regular releases during the organization process and this has con-

Programs Our first program chalrman, Ron Sekkel set a standard of
excellence which has continued. I doubt if any club in Santa Cruz

County has done as well as we have in attracting top speakers. In
addition our own members especially John Prieskorn and Mike Rugg made
outstanding presentations.

Fundraigers Being a small club, dues and fines aren't near enough to
finance the purchases of supplies and support our beginning activities.
Most new clubs receive numerous gifts on their charter night. As Phil
Peasley reported only 17 of the 47 clubs in District 517 made contributions
to us, We appreciate the $675 received but lack of funds curtailed our
community activities during this first year. To partly compensate for
our lack of funds specisl designed auto license plate holders were s0ld
and under the direction of Ken Clouse this project gave us the boost we
needed. Ken has also contributed books to the club which have been pur-
chased by the membership or used as the prize for our weekly raffle.

In June six of our members hosted six English couples for four
days. It was a busy time with a barbeque at Richaxrd Leanes, a tour of
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a hike a2t Point Lobos and a pienic at Blg Basin
Park. The planning and carrying out of this activity involved cur wives
and brought us in close fellowship with each other
Club Service Mike Rugg took on the laborious duties of the House
Committee. He arrived at the meetings early each week to set up the

rostium, ga list ete., and then

quipment.  After the

so accepted the dutles of
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Finemsster Clifford Wade served as our first finemaster. After his
resignation from the club, O.T. Miller continued the policy of extracting
about $30 per member during the year.

Certainly a good part of our success this first year has been
due to President Joe Kennedy's strong leadership. We have 18 committed
members and plans for substantial fund raising and greater community

involvement. San Lorenzo Valley Rotary will make a difference in this

Gil Gunn, Club Historian

Valley.




